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REFLECTION ON WEEK 5 

I was able to observe classroom 3/D for two hours in the 5 th week of ELT310 School 
Experience course under the supervision of Meltem iyisan at Cumhuriyet Primary school. 
Two of the four hours observation was spent in her class to be able to monitor Meltem 
iyisan’s teaching methods. After two hours of English class with Meltem iyisan, my colleague 
and I went to another English class which was given by Sibel Tuna at the same school, for the 
same purpose of observing the teaching method. This observing time was spent in classroom 
4/G. Both of the experiences were valuable and beneficial for our own future practice. 

Meltem iyisan was five minutes late for her class. It was not surprising since it is her 
monitoring day on the schoolyard. She entered the classroom with a smiling face, greeting the 
students and asking them how they were. After taking the attendance, she stood up from her 
seat. From that moment on, she did not sit back again. Even though my previous impressions 
were inconvenient about her teaching style, the way she started the lesson changed that a little 
bit. She started the lesson by asking students about the previous lesson. It was almost l ik e a 
proper revision section. Apparently, the students were not very motivated to participate, and it 
would not be wrong to say that most of them could not remember even a word from the 
previous lesson. However, some of the students who are familiar to me from my previous 
observations who are successful, tried to answer and participate. 


After that small section of revision without any visual aid, she started the smart board 
and played the video about the previous topic to remind the content they had learned. Even 
though she put a good effort to revise, it was concerning that not all students achieved 
acceptable familiarity with the topic. After approximately ten minutes of revising, she 
introduced the new content of the current lesson. It was about how to ask where the object is 
placed. She was also using the blackboard. It was promising seeing her putting more effort 
compared to her past lessons. Unfortunately, she was not using English in the classroom. She 
was mostly translating or asking students to translate from English to Turkish. She was still 
unresponsive to students’ needs; she was asked questions but she totally ignored them. For 
instance, while she was explaining prepositions like, ‘on the table,’ one of the students asked 
her about how to say “lunch is ready, or lunch is served” (masa hazir, yemek hazir in 
Turkish), she glared for a few seconds, then kept going on the things she was mentioning. 

On the other hand, there were also promising things that were observed. She was 
asking students a question then giving them a response time. She was not directly expecting 
them to answer. Moreover, she was making smooth transitions between activities. Yet, there 
were flows in her English in a way that it felt l ik e she was not competent in the subject or the 
activities. 

After two hours of experience in class 3/D, by the help of Meltem iyisan, we got 
permission to join class 4/G under the supervision of Sibel Tuna who is another English 
teacher at Cumhuriyet Primary school. She did not seem so pleased by the idea of two 
“inspectors, spies” joining her class, but she welcomed us in. She neither asked what our 
names were nor how we were. The physical environment was not different than any other 
classroom in the school. There were not any posters or pictures on the walls to trigger 
peripheral learning, nor there were any art works to show their hand skills. All of the students 
in the classroom were interesting because they did not seem so healthy in appearance. Some 



of them had physical problems which did not seem as a big problem, but indicated 
malnutrition. 

The moment she entered the classroom, she did not care about the noise, or the student 
that were straying around. The classroom management was poor or she did not mind it. First 
thing she did after settling down to her seat which she did not leave almost for the rest of the 
lesson, she asked the students about the homework she had assigned them. Almost the entire 
classroom did not remember that she assigned them. She came up with an idea to speed up the 
homework checking phase saying “I will ask and you will reply, by that we will see who has 
done the homework”. Then she proceeded, however, we could not hear the second question, it 
was the end of the homework check. It was obvious that she was lost and she did not know 
what to do, who to teach, what to check or anything. She then took her marker to write 
something on the blackboard but her marker was not functioning well. She asked a student to 
go and find a marker from someone. Half of the lesson passed but there was not any teaching 
so far. There was noise, sometimes even little quarrel, but she was so calm sitting on her 
chair. After she got the marker, she wrote some instructions about an experiment. Even 
though they were simple instructions, she was struggling to write them down. After she 
completed, she asked a student to read the instruction out loud. Students were not quite into 
the lesson or into reading it out loud. 

Observing different teachers from the same subject opened my eyes in the real world. 
Teaching is not for everyone; teaching is not simply entering the classroom and ordering 
students to read a text from a book, or ordering them to do homework. It is more than that. No 
matter teachers are provided with the best opportunities, best salaries or the most intelligent 
and smart students, as long as they do not have virtue of teaching, teaching cannot happen. 



